
Assembly Instructions for Redwood Garden Bridges 
 
Start off with the 2 long beams; they are marked inside of each item. Place them on the flat 

ground and square them up. Next, get the planks - each one is numbered. Start from one end of 

the beams and match the number on the planks with the same number location that is on the 

beam, working your way to the other end.  Look at the numbers and the lines that have been 

drawn to show you the location of all the parts for correct locations. After you have all the planks 

screwed to the beams, start with the posts, they are numbered for correct locations. Then bolt the 

posts using a 9/16 wrench, looking at the trace lines for correct locations. Make sure the rails 

numbers correspond to their correct locations.  

 

 

Below are some tips for helping you decide what type of finish to apply if you DID NOT order it 

sealed. 

 

IF... you do decide to apply a finish, be sure your furniture is clean and dry beforehand. 

Thereafter, you will need to re-apply your finish once every year or so in order to maintain that 

same appearance. Otherwise you can simply let nature take over its natural weathering process 

and gradually transform your Redwood furniture into a silvery-gray sheen. 

 

Natural Weathering 

Because of the inherent nature of California Redwood, to withstand the outdoor elements such as 

decay and rot, your Redwood furniture really does not need to be finished. Many folks prefer to 

allow their Redwood furniture to "age naturally" outdoors without any finish at all. Over time the 

color will weather to a handsome silver-gray highlighted by darker streaks, and the grain of the 

wood will become slightly raised. 

 

Wood Sealer 

If you go this route, you may find a wood sealer to be useful blocking the pores of the wood. This 

inhibits the grain from becoming raised, yet allows the natural fading to a gentle silvery-gray 

color to occur. 

 

Water Seal Wood Protector 

For protection that helps enhance and maintain wood's "natural" color, Thompson's® Water 

Seal® Clear Wood Protector gives you beautiful protection against damage from water and sun 

and also provides a mildew resistant coating. Its oil-enriched formula provides long-lasting 

protection. Great also for pet house exterior (Wood must be clean and dry prior to application. 

Not recommended for application over previously painted or stained wood.) 

 

Stain 

If you would like to preserve the freshly sanded Redwood with some added color, we recommend 

that you use two coats of stain with a UV inhibitor such as Sikkins. Every second year, you 

might re-apply a coat of stain to freshen the finish. With little or no sanding, preparation/primer is 

needed when you use a stain. Stain is "breathable" and will not trap the moisture, therefore - no 

blistering, and no peeling. 

 

 

*** Please send Redwood Garden Bridges a picture of your bridge  

once you have it installed, so they can add it to their web site. 
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